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From  the  President 


At  the  meeting  at  the  Pikeville  show,  I  asked  everyone  where  they  wanted  the  next 
show.  As  several  people  suggested  Abingdon,  VA.,  we  took  a  vote  and  everyone  over¬ 
whelmingly  voted  for  Abingdon,  VA.  Mr.  Ron  Dickenson  contacted  me  about  helping  with 
the  show.  I  went  to  Abingdon  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  and  met  with  Ron.  We  went  to  Bris¬ 
tol,  VA,  which  is  7  miles  away  to  a  Holiday  Inn.  We  checked  out  the  conference  rooms 
and  the  hotel.  Everyone  was  very  nice  and  we  liked  the  place.  The  manager  worked  with 
us  and  the  price  was  to  my  liking.  So,  the  Spring  scrip  show  is  going  to  be  April,  20  &  21 
at  Bristol  VA,  on  Exit  7  on  1-81  at  the  Holiday  Inn.  The  hotel  itself  has  a  nice  restaurant 
with  every  sort  of  restaurant  imaginable  in  the  vicinity.  The  discounted  prices  for  a  room 
for  members  is  $79-85.  When  calling  to  make  reservations,  identify  yourself  with  the 
scrip  show  to  get  the  discount.  The  number  is  276-466-4100.  The  scrip  show  hours  are 
from  Fri.,  noon-5:00  p.m.,  on  Apr.  20.  At  5:00  p.m.,  we  will  have  a  meeting.  After  the 
meeting,  everyone  will  be  free  to  go  the  restaurant  of  your  choice,  or  stick  around  the 
meeting  room  and  trade  scrip.  On  Sat.,  April  21,  the  show  hours  are  from  8:00  a.m.  until 
noon.  I  want  to  thank  Ron  Dickenson  for  his  help  with  this  show.  Ron  will  be  helping  the 
club  getting  ads  in  the  newspaper  about  the  show,  as  well  as  appearing  before  the  local 
civic  clubs  telling  them  about  the  show.  Thanks  Ron! 

The  spring  show  is  the  targeted  date  to  stop  receiving  new  finds  in  preparation  to  get  the 
new  book  printed.  (Black  book)  ANYONE  with  new  finds  needs  to  turn  the  information 
into  new  finds  editor  Bill  Fugera,  or  myself.  Also,  anyone  with  suggested  rarity  rating 
changes,  send  me  that  information  or  see  me  at  the  show.  This  is  everyone's  book  and  it 
will  be  just  as  good  as  everyone  makes  it. 

Furthermore,  this  is  the  first  time  since  that  I  have  been  attending  shows,  we  have  the  fall 
show  set  this  early.  A  lot  of  people  wanted  the  show  back  at  Cumberland  Gap,  Tn.,  which 
I  myself  liked.  I  called  Sue  Webb  again,  and  she  told  me  that  definitely  this  time,  she  had 
sold  the  conference  center.  I  called  Lincoln  Memorial  University,  the  new  owners,  and 
they  wanted  $500  deposit  and  $1500,  plus  any  additional  charges  that  may  come 
up.  That  was  not  going  to  happen.  Mr.  Steve  Cawood  took  it  upon  himself  to  get  the 
show  booked  just  up  the  road  from  that  at  Pineville,  Ky.  The  fall  show  will  be  October  5  & 
6  at  Pine  Mountain  State  Park,  at  Pineville.  The  contact  number  for  that  is  606-  337- 
3066.  We  plan  on  having  the  same  meeting  schedule  as  the  spring  show.  More  details 
on  the  fall  show  later.  Thanks  Steve! 

I  hope  everyone  can  make  one  or  both  shows.  The  advanced  scheduling  should  give  eve¬ 
ryone  plenty  of  notice  to  plan  ahead,  as  well  as  invite  others  out  to  the  shows.  Anyone 
with  any  questions,  feel  free  to  call,  write,  or  email. 

Thanks, 

Garrett  Salyers 
86  McKenzie  Lane 
Olive  Hill,  KY.  41164 
606  286  5056 

salvers@hotmail.com 
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Scrip  as  Private  Currency 

by 

Billy  W.  Campbell 

The  early  scrip  collectors  perhaps  didn't  think  of  scrip  in  terms  of  private  currency,  but  I 
think  that's  what  it  was.  Private  currency  is  very  collectable  and  coal  scrip  is  just  another 
name  for  a  type  of  private  currency  that  bypassed  the  U.S.  Government  currency  laws 
for  a  time.  Richard  H.  Timberlake  in  an  article  published  in  1989  gives  an  insight  how 
this  came  about. 

Mr.  Timberlake,  a  former  Professor  of  Economics,  University  of  Georgia,  has  a  fourteen 
page  article,  entitled  FREE  MARKET  MONEY  IN  COAL-MINING  COMMUNI¬ 
TIES  on  the  internet.  The  website  can  be  found  by  using  “PRIVATE  CURRENCY 
COAL  MINES”  as  the  key  search  words. 

The  U.S.  Constitution  stated  in  Article  1,  Section  10  that  only  gold  and  silver  were  to  be 
the  legal  tender  of  the  country.  So  how  did  scrip  come  to  be  used?  As  usual  there  are 
ways  around  any  regulation  and  the  coal  companies  found  a  way.  The  courts  originally 
ruled  in  favor  of  scrip.  Early  courts  generally  ruled  that  coal  and  lumber  scrip  did  not 
violate  the  currency  laws  of  1862  and  1864  since  they  were  not  intended  to  be  circulated 
as  money.  William  Fugera  submitted  an  informative  and  interesting  four  page  article  en¬ 
titled,  A  HISTORY  OF  SCRIP,  to  the  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association  in  2005. 

Wikipedia  also  has  a  very  good  article  on  local  private  currency.  An  example  of  how 
private,  alternative,  complementary  currency,  i.e.  company  scrip,  can  impact  the  econ¬ 
omy  of  an  isolated  or  rural  community  is  detailed.  The  fore  mentioned  currencies  in  no 
way  refer  to  national  currency.  Coal  company  scrip  had  [or  was  supposed  to  have  had]  a 
very  restricted  circulation  and  limited  use,  but  there  are  many  stories  about  how  com¬ 
pany  scrip  was  used  as  a  medium  of  exchange  for  goods  and  services  that  were  at  least 
forbidden,  if  not  from  an  actual  black  market.  Call  it  some  type  of  money  that  was  not 
money. 

I  can  only  deduce  after  research  that  at  least  coal  scrip  [not  to  exclude  other  tokens]  was 
private  currency  [money].  That  being  said,  dedicated  coal  scrip  collectors  are  on  the 
cutting  edge  of  a  historical  niche  of  private  currency.  From  the  late  1 800's  to  about 
1952,  private  currency  in  the  form  of  scrip  was  coin  of  the  realm  in  at  least  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Those  of  us  that  collect  coal  scrip  and  the  attendant  records  are  preserving  the  relics  of 
an  almost  forgotten  period  of  private  currency,  while  also  enjoying  collecting  an  in¬ 
creasingly  rare  item. 
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Resources  from  the  NSCA 


Edkins  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coal  Company  Scrip 

Volume  l,  Third  Edition 

This  380  page  hardcover  book  lists  almost  9000  pieces  of  scrip.  Information  includes  the  company  that  issued 
the  piece,  denominations  issued  in  the  series,  material  the  piece  is  composed  of,  diameter,  shape,  visual  representa¬ 
tion  of  any  cut-out  in  the  piece,  and  a  rarity  rating  that  gives  a  suggested  value. 

Issued  by  the  NSCA,  this  is  the.  recognized  guide  for  collecting  and  valuing  scrip.  Volume  1  lists  scrip  from  36 
states,  notincluding  WestVirginia  which  is  the  subjectofVolume  2. This  is  the  latest  edition  and  also  includes  a 
wealth  of  information  about  the  history  of  scrip.  Sections  include:  Early  Coal  History;  Scrip  Heritage;  How  Scrip 
was  Used;  Fakes;  and  a  look  at  the  makers  of  scrip.  MEMBER  COST:  $35  +  $6  shipping 


Edkins  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coal  Company  Scrip 

Volume  2,  Third  Edition 

This  370  page  hardcover  book  lists  over  7,400  pieces  of  W  est  Virginia  coal  mine  scrip.  Information  includes  the 
company  that  issued  the  piece,  denominations  issued  in  the  series,  material  the  piece  is  composed  of,  diameter, 
shape,  visual  representation  of  any  cut-out  in  the  piece,  and  a  rarity  rating  that  gives  a  suggested  value.  The  defini¬ 
tive  guide  to  W  est  Virginia  scrip. 

Issued  by  the  NSCA,  this  is  the  latest  edition.  Volume  2  lists  scrip  from  W  est  V  irg in ia.  This  is  the  current  edition 
and  includes  a  wealth  of  information  about  the  history  and  use  of  scrip,  as  well  as  the  actual  listings  of  individual 
pieces.  MEMBER  COST:  $40  + $6  shipping 


EXPLOSIVE  CONTROL  TOKENS 

This  extensively  illustrated  volume  is  the  most  thorough  study  of  exploder  tokens  ever  written.  Contents  in¬ 
clude:  Metals  &  Compositions,  Sizes  &  Shapes,  Valuations,  M  anufacturers,  Counterfeits,  Re -strikes,  a  cross  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Edkins  catalogues,  and  more.  A  fascinating  glimpse  at  the  history  of  a  variety  of  coal  mine  operations, 
in  addition  to  its  specific  focus  on  exploders.  140  pages,  hard  cover.  MEMBER  COST:  $20  +  $6  shipping 

'i^ ■— 

CATALOGUE  OF  LUMBER  COMPANY  STORE  TOKENS 

This  book  is  very  similar  to  the  Edkins  coal  scrip  books  that  are  the  standard  for  valuing  and  collecting  coal 
company  scrip;  but  this  575  page  hardcover  book  is  dedicated  completely  to  listing  the  thousands  of  styles  of  lum¬ 
ber  scrip  issued  in  the  past  by  logging  and  lumbercompaniesin  all  50  states, including  maverick  listings.  Pub¬ 
lished  by  the  NSCA. 

Not  only  is  the  value  and  complete  description  of  each  denomination  of  scrip  individually  listed,  but  many  com¬ 
panies  have  a  short  paragraph  about  their  history  of  operation,  the  facilities  they  owned, or  the  amountof  track  laid 
by  the  company.  A  wealth  ofinformation  for  the  lumber  token  collector.  MEMBER  CO  ST :  $40  +  $6  shipping 
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The  Place  of  Scrip 

in  the 

Construction  of  the: 


Gy  Bill  Fugera 


Please  reference  back  to  my  article  published  in  the  January  /  February 
2010  Issue  of  Scrip  Talk. 

The  three  newspaper  articles  on  the  following  pages  were  recently  sent  to  me 
courtesy  of  THE  BUREAU  of  RECLAMATION,  HOOVER  DAM.  These  scans  were 
funded  through  a  Southern  Nevada  Public  Land  Management  Act  Grant. 
Please  note  the  dates  of  these  articles.  They  are  in  the  Hoover  Dam  ar¬ 
chives. 

Article  I 

On  October  25,  1932  this  article  announces  the  discontinuance  of  paper  scrip 
and  the  change  over  to  metal  scrip.  The  metal  scrip  was  issued  in  brass  and 
nickel  plated  brass.  There  are  questions  of  why  both  brass  and  nickel  plated 
brass  were  minted.  The  article  states  it  was  a  protection  against  counterfeit¬ 
ing. 

ARTICLE  II 

On  March  9,  1933  an  anti  scrip  bill  was  defeated  by  the  Nevada  State  Legis¬ 
lature.  As  noted  in  my  article  there  were  many  complaints  by  Las  Vegas  mer¬ 
chants,  saloons  and  the  red  light  district  against  the  issuance  of  scrip  by  Six 
Companies  that  was  building  Hoover  Dam.  With  a  high  of  5,000  people 
working  on  the  dam,  these  merchants  wanted  to  deal  with  “real  money”.  The 
biggest  complaint  was  against  the  paper  scrip  that  was  later  replaced  by 
metal  scrip.  The  metal  scrip  was  some  what  accepted  at  a  20  to  25  %  dis¬ 
count.  This  was  still  a  problem  for  the  merchants  since  the  scrip  could  only  be 
used  at  the  Six  Companies’  facilities.  How  ever  scrip  was  officially  discontin¬ 
ued  two  months  later  on  May  19,  1933. 


ARTICLE  III 


On  July  3,  1935  this  article  states  that  two  years  after  scrip  was  discontin¬ 
ued,  a  worker  brought  in  scrip  and  used  it  for  a  purchase  that  was  ac¬ 
cepted  at  the  company  drug  store.  The  article  comments  that  over  a  hundred 
dollars  of  scrip  is  in  collector’s  hands. 

I  have  followed  this  scrip  closely  over  the  past  couple  of  years  via  ebay  and 
collectors  I  know  in  Las  Vegas  and  Arizona.  The  Boulder  City  Museum  con¬ 
tains  some  pieces.  I  am  not  aware  of  a  hundred  dollars  worth  of  this  scrip.  I 
am  still  looking  to  purchase  the  hard  to  find  50  cent  piece.  I  am  aware  of  sev¬ 
eral  in  the  Boulder  City  museum  and  a  couple  in  collectors  hands. 


The  big  question  is  “Where  is  the  estimated  9  tons  of  scrip  consisting  of  nick¬ 
els,  dimes,  quarters,  half-dollars,  and  dollars  that  was  minted?” 


All  rights  reserved  by  author. 
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obstruction  Relic 


A  “relic”  of  early  construction 
clays  presented  itself  in  Boulder 
City  late  yesterday  afternoon, 
much  to  the  astonishment  of  J. 
M.  Brandt,  manager  of  the  Boul¬ 
der  City,  company’s  drug  store. 

According  to  Brandt,  a  dam 
workman  came  to  the  store,  made 
a  purchase,  and  presented  in  pay¬ 
ment  a  coin  of  the  scrip  coined 
for  Fix  Companies  Inc.,  nearly  two 
years  ago.  The  token  was  accept¬ 
ed. 

Scrip,  issued  to  employes  of  the 
contracting  firm,  was  abolished 
ncaily  two  years  ago.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  well  over  a  hundred 
dollars’  worth  is  still  in  circula¬ 
tion,  probably  in  the  hands  o  l 
curio  collectors. 


Article  III 


ANTI-SCRIP  BILL 
IS  BEATEN  TODAY 
IN  STATE  SENATE] 

Vote  is  Nine  to  Eights 
Against  Henderson  j 
Measure  This  Morning 


CARSON  CITY,  Mar.  9.  (U.R)— 
The  most,  stirring  battle  of  the 
entire  session  of  the  state  legis¬ 


lature  burst  forth  in  the  senate 
his  morning  when  the  Header-  i 
son  scrip  bill,  designed  to  knock  j 
out  the  issuance  of  scrip  in  the 
state  of  Nevada,  Went  down  to  . 
defeat  by  the  slender  margin  of  I 
one  vote.  The  vote  was  nine  to  i 
eight. 

Henderson  made  a  strong  appeal  j 
for  his  measure,  pointing  out  that,  ! 
in  his  opinion,  the  scrip  issued  by  j 
Six  Companies  at  Boulder  dam, 
was  ruining  Las  Vegas  business 
houses. 

GETCHELL,  of  Lander  county,  , 
led  the  opposition  to  the  bill  and  i 
displayed  wires  from  Las  Vegas  j 
and  Boulder  City  merchants  • 
against  the  bill.  lie  also  displayed  ; 
a  petition,  signed  by  2,400  Boulder 
City  residents  against  the  measure. 

The  vote  was  as  folows:  For  the 
bill  —  Coryell,  Dolf,  Friedhoff, 
Heidman,  Henderson,  Molini,  Scott 
and  Winters.  Against — Branson, 
Carpenter,  Dressier,  Fairchild, 
Getchell,  Handley,  Marsh,  Miller'1 
and  Tobin.  I 

THE  VOTE  originally  was  eight) 
to  six  in  'favor  of  passing  the  bill,  j 
with  three  not  voting.  A  constitu-’j 
tional  majority  of  nine  was  needed 
to  pass  the  measure  and  Henderson 
demanded  that  all  members  vote.  , 
He  was  supported  by  two  others; 
and  when  the  roll  was  ealled  again  1 


Branson,  Fairchicld  and  Marsh  ! 
voted  no,  defeating  the  measure. 


o 


H 


Boulder  City 
I  o  Have  Coins 

Ail  Their  Own 

/ 

Scrip  will  be*  discontinued  m 
the  Boulder  Darn  project!  That  i-. 
the  paper  kind.  Sometime  within 
the  net x  three  weeks  the  papci 
money  which  has  featured  tin 
com  me*  rein  I  side  of  the  project  will 
he  no  moie,  and  in  its  place  will  b< 
installed  a  new  kind  of  money 
which  bids  fair  to  become  the  coin 
of  the  realm  so  far  as  the  dam 
workers  are  concc  i  nod. 

This  announcement  was  made 
today  by  Six  <  ompaiib  official.-, 
who  declared  that  la-cause  of  tin 
perishable  quality  of  the  paper 
scrip  it  lias  become  necessary  to 
dc\  ise  a  new  scheme  for  handling 
the  situation,  and  that  metal  coins 
j  arc  to  he  substituted  for  the  paper 
j  serin  books. 

These  coins  will  he  issued  in  de¬ 
nominations  ot  me,  ten.  twenty- 
1  fi'  e  tir.d  fifty  cents  and  a  dollar, 
and  instead  of  s<  up  books  being 
issued  as  at  present,  dollar  (•(•in- 
will  he  doled  out,  cnai.gc  m  the 
-mailer  denominat ions  being  avail 
able  in  tin*  various  company  opei 
at ed  concerns. 

l  ilt*  coins  vs  i  1  he  issued  in  two 
different  sets  of  entirely  different 
appearance,  in  order  tnat  one  set 
can  he  in  the  han(L  ot  company 
checkers  to  cheek  fo>  counterfeit 
coins  while  the  other  is  in  use. 

i  lie  new  money  v.  hi  i.c  - n  1  ».icw  t 
to  the  same  restrictions  as  the 
scrip,  company  officials  said,  i  mi 
will  be  negotiable  only  in  company 
stores  and  recreation  halls,  it  will 
not  be  redeemable  in  cash,  and 
does  not  change  the  situation  in  tin 
least  except  that  the  metal  monc\ 
will  replace  the  paper  scrip. 

It  i-  expected  to  be  put  in  use 
within  the  next  three  weeks. 


Perry;  Harrison  County 

By 

Billy  Campbell 

Donald  Clifford  has  found  another  unlisted  token.  In  a  recent  email  to  me  Mr.  Clifford  said 
in  part: 

There  are  three  pieces  of  Consolidation  Coal  Company,  Inc.  scrip  that  are  listed  as  Maver¬ 
icks  in  the  back  of  the  Volume  1  [other  states]  Scrip  book.  Maverick  12  is  a  100  for  THE  C. 
C.  CO.  Inc.  RIVERDALE  STORE,  Maverick  50a  is  a  10  for  THE  C.  C.  Co.,  Inc.  PERRY 
STORE,  and  Maverick  50b  is  a  $1.00  for  THE  CONSOLIDATION  COAL  CO.  Inc. 

PERRY  STORE.  These  three  pieces  along  with  an  unlisted  THE  C.  C.  CO.  Inc.  PERRY 
STORE  50  token  are  from  WEST  VIRGINIA.  According  to  the  WEST  VIRGINIA  GEO¬ 
LOGICAL  &  ECONOMIC  SURVEY,  by  Ray  Vernon  Hennen,  The  Consolidation  Coal  Co., 
Inc.  operated  three  mines  at  Perry,  which  was  one  mile  NW  of  Adamston  [now  part  of 
Clarksburg],  in  Harrison  County.  They  [The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Inc.]  also  operated  a 
mine  at  Riverdale,  which  was  7/10  of  a  mile  NE  of  Shinnston,  WV  in  Harrison  County.  I 
have  a  1933  WV  map  that  shows  the  community  of  Riverdale.  I  have  not  pinpointed  the  ex¬ 
act  location  of  Perry,  WV,  but  the  WV  archives  lists  a  Perry,  WV  in  Harrison  County  in 
1935.  This  scrip  should  be  added  to  the  West  Virginia  book". 

A  few  misc.  bits  of  information  connected  to  Perry: 

1.  The  website  of  West  Virginia  Office  of  Miners  Health  Safety  and  Training  shows  that  the 
Pittsburg  &  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  operated  the  following  mines  in  Harrison  County:  Coaling 
Station  1906-1909,  Perry  #1  mine  1903-1905,  Perry  #2  mine  1903,  Perry  #3  mine  1903- 
1904. 

2.  The  website  of  Fairmont  Coal  Mine  His¬ 
tory,  has  ex-governor  A.  B.  Fleming  giving  a 
speech,  at  the  West  Virginia  Coal  Mining  In¬ 
stitute  meeting  December  4-6,  1911.  Mr. 

Fleming  mentions  Perry  Coaling  Station  be¬ 
ing  one  of  27  mining  operations  in  Harrison 
County  by  Consolidation  Coal  Co. 

3.  In  the  1918  through  1923  West  Virginia 
Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Mines, 
there  are  listings  of  Consolidation  Coal  Co. 
having  mining  operations  at  Adamston,  The 
mines  were  #50,  62  and  94.  In  the  1926  An¬ 
nual  Report  only  mine  #62  is  listed  and  the 
town  was  listed  as  Clarksburg. 


4.  The  website  of  Doddridge  &  Harrison  Counties  Geological  &  Economic  Sur¬ 
vey  Vol.  I,  dated  1912,  by  Ray  Vernon  has  the  following  information.  Consolida¬ 
tion  Coal  Company  operates  Perry  #1  mine  with  49  employees  and  Perry  #2  mine 
with  58  employees  and  uses  the  same  tipple.  Both  mines  are  located  one  mile 
northwest  of  Adamston.  Also  operates  Perry  #3  mine  with  56  employees  and  is 
located  1/2  mile  north  of  Adamston.  Vernon  makes  reference  to  their  locations  on 
a  map  as  being  #48,  #60  and  #61. 

5. 1  have  seen  one  reference  of  a  wedding  being  held  at  the  Perry  Coaling  Station. 
THE  C.  C.  CO.,  Inc.  token  being  researched  was  made  by  ICS  sometime  between 
1919  and  1931.  To  narrow  the  date  of  operation  more,  the  latest  date  I  can  find  is 
1928  for  any  of  the  Perry/Adamston  mines. 


6.  The  Riverdale  token  Mr.  Clifford  referred  to  has  wording  very  similar  to  the 


Perry  token. 
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Coal  Mine  Explosions 

By 

Bill  Fugera 

There  are  two  types  of  explosions  that  can  occur  in  a  coal  mine.  These  are 
methane  gas  and  coal  dust  explosions. 

Methane,  the  main  component  of  natural  gas,  occurs  in  all  coal  mines.  The 
amount  varies  from  mine  to  mine.  The  concentration  ratio  of  methane  to 
coal  ranges  from  100  to  800  standard  cubic  feet  per  ton.  The  winter 
months,  with  lower  atmospheric  barometric  pressures,  allow  more  meth¬ 
ane  to  be  released  from  the  coal  seams.  Methane  is  colorless,  odorless 

of  one  carbon  and  four  hy- 


Methane  becomes  explo¬ 
sive  when  mixed  in  air  at  a 
ratio  of  5  %  to  15%.  The 
optimum  explosive  danger 
is  at  9.5%  concentration. 
To  reduce  the  risk  of  an 
explosion,  methane  is 
swept  from  a  mine  with 
high  volume  fans.  When 
methane  concentrations 
reach  the  explosive  limit, 
several  ignition  sources 
can  set  it  off.  These  can  be 
electrostatic  discharge, 
friction,  arcing  from  ma¬ 
chinery,  over  heated  bear¬ 
ings  and  fire. 

When  methane  explodes, 
it  creates  tremendous  heat 
and  expands  the  air.  Due 
to  the  small  space  in  a 
mine,  the  hot  air  cannot 
expand  easily  and  reaches 
a  limit.  As  the  pressure 


and  lighter  than  air.  Chemically  it  is  a  molecule 
drogen  atoms  and  is  extremely  flammable. 
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builds  up,  it  will  then  compress  and  send 
a  shock  wave  through  the  mine  tunnel. 

As  this  occurs,  coal  dust  in  the  mine  be¬ 
ing  disturbed  by  the  powerful  shock 
wave  can  become  a  cause  for  a  secon¬ 
dary  explosion. 

Coal  dust  particles  have  a  large  surface 
area  compared  to  their  mass.  Since  burning  can  only  occur  at  the  surface 
of  a  solid  or  liquid,  where  it  can  combine  with  oxygen,  this  causes  the  dust 
to  be  much  more  flammable  than  the  bulk  material. 

This  greatly  increased  surface  area  allows  the  dust  to  burn  much  faster, 
and  the  extremely  small  mass  of  each  particle  allows  it  to  catch  on  fire  with 
much  less  energy  than  the  bulk  material,  as  there  is  no  heat  loss  to  con¬ 
duction  within  the  coal.  This  rapid  burning  is  an  explosion.  Like  methane, 
the  ignited  dust  again  releases  heat  and  pressure.  The  combining  of  a 
methane  explosion,  dust  explosion  in  a  mine  tunnel  results  in  a  force  like  a 
bullet  coming  out  of  a  gun  barrel.  It  is  noted  in  many  explosion  descrip¬ 
tions  debris  and  damage  is  found  at  large  distances  from  the  mine  en¬ 
trance. 

How  is  the  danger  of  a  dust  explosion  minimized?  The  standard  practice  is 
to  spray  a  coating  of  pulverized  limestone  on  all  mine  surfaces.  This  proc¬ 
ess  is  called  rock  dusting.  Limestone  is  plentiful  and  inexpensive.  Fed¬ 
eral  law  requires  rock  dusting  within  40  feet  of  the  working  mine  face. 

Limestone  prevents  flame  increases  by  acting  as  a  thermal  inhibitor  or  a 
heat  sink.  The  limestone  reduces  the  flame  temperature  to  a  point  where 
depolarization  of  the  coal  particle  can  no  longer  occur,  thus  inhibiting  an 
explosion. 

During  and  after  an  explosion,  there  are  by  products  to  contend  with  such 
as  excessive  dangerous  gases.  These  gases  can  be  carbon  dioxide,  car¬ 
bon  monoxide,  and  nitrogen.  Also  due  to  an  explosion,  oxygen  will  be  de¬ 
pleted  to  some  dangerous  concentration. 

Therefore  to  prevent  coal  mine  explosions,  keep  the  fans  running,  be  gen¬ 
erous  with  the  rock  dust  and  keep  ignition  sources  under  control. 
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NSCA  Free  Ads  for  Members 


Free  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that  they  are  limited  to  4  lines, 
one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one  mailing.  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the 
postmark  of  the  current  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  following  issue.  No 
ad  will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and 
NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff,  N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay 
Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343.  More  and  more  scriptors  are  using  the  convenience  of  email  to  submit  their  ads;  send 
to  Steve@Ratliff  .com  {Note:  ♦  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 


SPANISH  DOLLARS  USED  AS  SCRIP?  I'd  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  having  knowledge  of  Spanish 
Dollars  used  to  pay  miners  in  PA  at  the  end  of  the  19th  century  and  early  20th  century.  I  understand  that 
some  mine  owners  bought  these  at  a  discount  and  paid  them  out  to  miners  at  full  value.  Please  email  me 
with  any  information  you  may  have.  Thank  you  -  Leo  Shane  Leo_J_shane@hotmail.com 

EXPLODER  TOKENS  WANTED!  I  will  pay  absolute  top  dollar  for  any  rare  explosive  control  token  (powder 
dynamite,  blasting  cap,  monobel,  etc.)  Please  let  me  know  what  you  have.  David  E.  Schenkman,  P.O.  Box 
366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com  + 

TOKENS,  MEDALS  AND  EXONUMIA  FOR  SALE  on  my  80  page  fixed  price  lists.  Free  for  the  asking. 
Norman  Peters,  P.O.  Box  29,  Lancaster,  NY  13086 

WANTED:  ALL  TN  TOKENS  -  obsolete  banknotes,  National  banknotes,  Southern  C.C.C.,  Lumber,  Coal,  and 
Huntsville,  AL  tokens.  I  have  many  tokens  for  trade  including  Florida.  Joe  C.  Copeland,  P.O.  Box  4221,  Oak 
Ridge,  TN  37831  865-482-4215,  joecopeland@comcast.net 

BLACK  DIAMOND  COAL  MINING  CO  -  DRAKESBORO,  KY.  4  different  denominations  of  unused  punch 
card  scrip  (2  j"  x  5  y")  circa  1940’s  $10.00  +  SASE.  Steven  Kawalec,  P.O.  Box  4281,  Clifton,  NJ  07012 
owlprowler@aol.com  (937)  868-9258  + 

TOP  DOLLARS  PAID  FOR  CARBIDE  CAP  LAMPS,  oil  wick/lard  lamps,  blasting  cap  tins,  scatter  tags,  car¬ 
bide  lamp  parts  and  other  small  mining  artifacts  that  I  may  need  in  my  collection.  I  will  pay  more  than  any¬ 
one  for  items  needed  for  my  collection.  Contact  Larry  Click,  1021  N.  Jefferson  St.,  Arlington,  VA  22205- 
2454,  703-241-3748  or  email  LarryClick@msn.com 

I  WANT  TO  SEND  YOU  MY  200  COAL  TOKEN  WEST  VIRGINIA  R1  THROUGH  R5  WANT  LIST.  I  pay 
very  good  and  quick  for  those  I  need.  Snail  mail  or  email.  Billy  Campbell,  125  Cambridge  Trl.,  Madison,  AL 
35758  bwcok@knology.net  + 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  FLORIDA  TOKENS  OF  ALL  TYPES  WANTED.  Send  2  stamps  for  free 
sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token.  Check  out  the 
Florida  Token  Society  web  site:  http://www.f  loridatokensociety.com  you  can  join  and  pay  dues  on-line! 
Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343  Steve@Ratliff.com  check  out  my  EBay 
sales,  many  pieces  of  coal  scrip.  All  starting  at  99  cents.  Search  florida-token-collector,  be  sure  to  click 
box  for  "Include  title  and  description."  I  buy  outright  and  also  auction  consignment  estates,  let  me  know 
!  what  you  have. 

WANTED:  ANY  MARYLAND  COAL  OR  LUMBER  SCRIP.  Contact:  Ed  George,  66  Frost  Ave.,  Frostburg,  MD 
21532  301-689-5249  or  egeorge88fiero@verizon.net  + 

TRADING  OR  SELLING  TOKENS:  4  stamps  gets  list.  I  have  tokens:  KY,  IN,  OH,  NE,  IA,  also  transporta¬ 
tion  tokens,  good  for,  lumber.  Hobo  nickels,  casino  chips.  Gene  Miller,  3306  Startan  Ct.,  Louisville,  KY 

40220 

A  REMINDER,  V'  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS 
IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW 
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